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Buck v. Bell Case
The case, Buck v. Bell, 274 U.S. 200 (1927), concerned an issue where Carrie Buck was to undergo sterilization as she had a mental illness of over 8 years. Moreover, she had been involved in prostitution along with immorality and had three children whom she did not know their paternity. In this case, the United States Supreme Court ruled that a state statute authorizing compulsory sterilization of the unhealthy as well as the intellectually disabled (Johnson, 2019). It assigned that provided it was “for the protection and health of the state” then it did not breach the Due Process Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution. The Supreme Court affirmed the issue of eugenics by highlighting that sterilization can be performed when eradicating potential diseases transferrable to unborn children or preventing more procreation. The subsequent outcome from the ruling emphasized the legitimization of eugenic sterilization laws in America. Even though many states had legalized sterilization laws, their utilization was still erratic and effects not yet practical.
Practicing sterilization is justified when protecting the health of people. For instance, female sterilization can be used in women to prevent pregnancy (Woiak, 2018). The process is safe as it does not affect women’s periods. It is permanent hence no need for considering contraception in the future. Also, during the process, there is no involvement of hormones which alleviates any side effect as depicted in other forms of contraception. A woman and her husband may opt to prevent procreation of more children. Therefore, the woman will undergo laparoscopic sterilization to curb her ability to be pregnant.
In contemporary society, potential manifestations of eugenics are myriad. Modern genetic technology is used in the prescreening of prospective parents to establish their carrier status of diseases (Woiak, 2018). This is done through the pre-implantation genetic diagnosis of in vitro fertilization that enables parents to choose embryos free from diseases. The process helps to eliminate the occurrence of disabilities in the fetus due to diseases such as Down syndrome as well as hemophilia. Genetic testing is practiced to eradicate diseases that may be passed from the mother to the unborn child.
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